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Agency Information

Agency Mission: To improve the quality of life in South Carolina through the conservation of

significant natural resource lands, wetlands, historical properties, archeological sites, and urban
parks.

FY 2022-23 Accomplishments

48 SCCB projects conserved 20,566 acres across South Carolina.

17 State Land Expansion Projects (10 SCDNR, 5 SCPRT, 2 SCF()
* 8 Urban Parks

* 2 New Liberty Trail Projects

* Every $1 of SCCB grant dollars protected S3 worth of properties.

86 miles of river and creek frontage protected.
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Budget Request

These funds allow the Conservation Bank to preserve and conserve more significant properties
for future generations to enjoy and accomplish its mission to improve the quality of life in South

Carolina through the conservation of significant natural resource lands, wetlands, historical and
archaeological properties and urban park.

* S5 Million Recurring

*  $22.5 Million Non-Recurring

Carryforward Information

South Carolina Conservation Bank
Carryforward Summary Report

FY 2024 carryforward
Fund Description Balance

l

Funds for normal agency operations
10010000 (General Fund 215,765

Funds for Conservation Grants
10010000’Genera| Fund
10050023 |General Fund Non-Recurring 3,142,585
42C30000 |Conservation Bank Operations 5,120,997
45D7000O)C0nservation Bank Trust ' 112,683

Total Carryforward T 17,891,223

9,299,192




AGENCY NAME: SC CONSERVATION BANK
AGENCY CODE: P400 W scoron: B 53

FORM B1 — RECURRING OPERATING REQUEST

- AGENCY PRIORITY [ 1 ]

Provide the Agency Priority Ranking from the Executive Summary.

D : _Eonservation Grant Funding :}
Provide a brief, descriptive title for this request.

General: $5,000,000
Federal:
| Other:
Total;
What is the net change in requested appropriations for FY 2023-247 T) his amount should
correspond to the total for all Junding sources on the Executive Summary.

General:

Federal: j
| Other:

Total:

Please provide the total number of new positions needed Jor this request.

- NEW POSITIONS .

- | Mark “X* for all that apply:
_ ... | Change in cost of providing current services to existing program audience
- X | Change in case load/enrollment under existing program guidelines
et e | Non-mandated change in eligibility/enrollment for existing program
©. FACTORS - - || Non-mandated program change in service levels or areas
' ASSOCIATED WITH | Proposed establishment of a new program or initiative
. THEREQUEST | | Loss of federal or other external financial support for existing program
R L Exhaustion of fund balances previously used to support program
IT Technology/Security related
Consulted DTO during development
Related to a Non-Recurring request — If so, Priority # ]

.. | Mark *“X” for primary applicable Statewide Enterprise Strategic Objective:
STATEWIDE [ ] Education, Training, and Human Development
'EN'TE'RPRI_SE Healthy and Safe Families
STRATEGIC - [ Maintaining Safety, Integrity, and Security
- OBJECTIVES -~ | | Public Infrastructure and Economic Development
- LX) Government and Citizens




AGENCY

SC CONSERVATION BANK
P460 53

' 5 [ This funding request supports all agency goals and objectives outlined in the Strategic

Plan Template of the FY2023 Accountability Report. This funds request advances the

e '] agency’s objectives by allowing the Conservation Bank to permanently conserve,

'ACCOUNTABILITY |
S OF FUNDS S

- RECIPIENTS OF - -
~_FUND§

JUSTIFICATION OF

'REQUEST .
R .| they meet certain thresholds for non-federal matching partners. The Conservation Bank

preserve and protect significant natural resources, farmlands, forestlands, wetlands, open

casements, low interest loans and purchase of land for the purpose of improving the
quality of life in SC for current and future generations.

What specific strategy. as outlined in the FY 2023-24 Strategic Planning and

Performance Measurement template of agency’s accountability report, does this Junding
request support? How would this request advance that strategy? How would the use of
these funds be evaluated?

| These funds would be distributed to the qualified entities that have submitted

applications to the Conservation Bank seeking funds as established by criteria in the
statute and by Board decision. The funds would be allocated only after all required due
diligence items have been submitted and approved by the Conservation Bank.

What individuals or entities would receive these funds (conractors, vendors, grantees,
individual beneficiaries, etc. J? How would these Junds be allocated - using an existing
Jormula, through g competitive process, based upon predetermined eligibility criteria?

The Conservation Bank’s principal purpose and program is to review and award
competitive grants to qualified governmental and non-profit entities to purchase interests
in land for conservation purposes, which constitutes the vast majority of our expenses.
The Bank also incurs expenses associated with routine administrative and operational

7| activities. The Conservation Bank previously only received funds from the

Documentary Deed Stamp Tax but, as of FY 17-18, its funding derived from General
Fund appropriations,

: | Historically, third party funding requests to the Bank have greatly exceeded our annual
-1 appropriations. We expect that same dynamic to play out in FY24, with several large

conservation transactions anticipated to materialize in the coming months. Additionally,
numerous federal programs have increased funding for conservation projects, provided

Is one of the most efficient and reliable sources of non-federal match that can help attract

programs, we anticipate corresponding increases to the Bank to support non-federal

.| matching requirements.

| Decreases to the Conservation Bank’s budget would limit partner organizations’

capabilities to protect significant natural resource lands, wetlands, historical and
archaeological properties and urban parks throughout the state, and to attract federal
dollars that would otherwise dramatically leverage the State’s contributions.

Please thoroughly explain the request to include the justification Jor funds, potential
offsets, matching funds, and method of caleulation.  Please include any explanation of




SC CONSERVATION BANK
NCY CODE: P400 53

FORMB2 —N ON-RECURRING OPERATING REQUEST

- AGENCY PRIORITY [2_ ]
Provide the Agency Priority Ranking from the Executive Summary.

R S ’?onservation Grant Funding J

" Provide a brief, descriptive tiile Jor this request,

AMOUNT [ $22,500,000 B
What is the net change in requested appropriations for FY 2023-247 This amount should
correspond to the total for ail funding sources on the Executive Summary.

Mark “X” for all that apply:
|- ] Change in cost of providing curtent services to existing program audience
“|.X | Change in case load/enrollment under existing program guidelines
| Non-mandated change in eligibility/enroliment for existing program
oo e oo LD | Non-mandated program change in service levels or areas
FACTORS - - |7 Proposed establishment of a new program or initiative

_.ASSOCIATED W_I’I_‘H LI Loss of federal or other externaj financial support for existing program
~ THE REQUEST " || Exhaustion of fund balances previousiy used to support program

IT Technology/Security related

|| Consulted DTO during development

Request for Non-Recurring Appropriations

Request for Federal/Other Authorization to spend existing funding
Related to a Recurring request — It so, Priority #

e Mark “X” for primary applicable Statewide Enterprise Strategic Objective: —’
E STATEWIDE _{ Education, Training, and Human Development
 ENTERPRISE - | Healthy and Safe Families
'STRATEéIC .' | Maintaining Safety, Integrity, and Security
OBJEC'I_‘!V’ES' 1| Public Infrastructure and Economic Development
LT X | Government and Citizens ]

7 [ This funding request supports all agency goals and objectives outlined in the Strategic

| Plan Template of the FY2023 Accountability Report. This funds request advances the

. _ agency’s objectives by allowing the Conservation Bank to permanently conserve,

_ ACCOUNf ABiLITY" preservt? and_ protect significant nat.ural resources, farmlands, f(?restlallds, wetlands, open
 OF FUNDS | lands, historic and archaeological sites, and urban parks statewide thrgugh conservation
R | easements, low interest loans and purchase of land for the purpose of improving the

. ' quality of life in SC for current and futyre generations,

What specific strategy, as outlined in the FY 2022-23 Strategic  Planning and
Performance Measurement template of agency’s accountabilily report, does this Junding
request support? How would this request advance thar strategy? How would the use of



SC CONSERVATION BANK

AGENCY Co

P400 53

these funds be evaluated?

- RECIPIENTS OF
" FUNDS - * .

| These funds would be distributed to the qualified entities that have submitted

applications to the Conservation Bank seeking funds as established by criteria in the
statute and by Board decision. The funds would be allocated only after all required due

| diligence items have been submitted and approved by the Conservation Bank,

What individuals or entities would receive these funds (contractors, vendors, grantees,
individual beneficiaries, etc. )?  How would these funds be allocated — using an existing
Jormula, through a competitive process, based upon predetermined eligibility criteria?

The Conservation Bank’s principal purpose and progrém is to review and award

- competitive grants to qualified governmental and non-profit entities to purchase interests

in land for conservation purposes, which constitutes the vast majority of our expenses.
The Bank also incurs expenses associated with routine administrative and operational
activities. The Conservation Bank previously only received funds from the

| Documentary Deed Stamp Tax but, as of FY 17-1 8, its funding derived from General

| Fund appropriations.

Historically, third party funding requests to the Bank have greatly exceeded our annual
appropriations, We expect that same dynamic to play out in FY24, with several large

T conservation transactions anticipated to materialize in the coming months. Additionally,

* JUSTIFICATION OF
. REQUEST "

numerous federal programs have increased funding for conservation projects, provided
they meet certain thresholds for non-federal matching partners. The Conservation Bank
is one of the most efficient and reliable sources of non-federal match that can help attract
federal dollars to South Carolina. Given recent increases in federal conservation
programs, we anticipate corresponding increases to the Bank (o support non-federal
matching requirements.

Decreases to the Conservation Bank’s budget would limit partner organizations’
capabilities to protect significant natural resource lands, wetlands, historical and
archaeological properties and urban parks throughout the state, and to atiract federal
dollars that would otherwise dramatically leverage the State’s contributions.

Please thoroughly explain the request to include the jusitfication for Junds, potential
offsets, matching funds, and method of calculation. Please include any explanation of
impact if funds are not received Does this non-recurving appropriation requesi create
an annualization or need for Fecurring funds?




AGENCY NAME: SC CONSERVATION BANK
AGENCY CODE: P400 il sccmion: | 53

|1

FORM C — CAPITAL REOUEST

“AGENCY PRIORITY | N/A ]
Provide the Agency Priority Ranking from the Executive Summary.

 Tmme - [NA Il

Provide a brief, descriptive title Jor this request.

AMOUNT - [
How much is requested for this project in FY 2023-24? This amount should correspond
fo the total for all Junding sources on the Executive Summary.

ldentify the project’s CPIP plan year and priority number, along with the Jfirst year in
which the project was included in the agency's CPIP. If not included in the agency’s
CPIP, please provide an explanation. If the project involves o request for appropriated
state funding, briefly describe the agency’s contingency plan in the event that state
Junding is not made available in the amount requested,
- Omumr
T APP"R'OYALS )
What approvals have already been obtained? Are there additional approvals that must
be secured in order for the project to succeed? (Institutional board, JBRC, SFAA, etc. J
_ LONG-TERM
'PLANNING AND
- SUSTAINABILITY

What other funds have already been invested in this project (source/type, amount,
timeframe)? Will other capital and/or operating funds Jor this project be Fequested in

anmial costs or savings associated with this capital improvement? What source of funds

will be impacted by those costs or savings? What is the expected useful life of the capital
improvement?
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. SUMMARY

Provide a summary of the project and explain why it is necessary. Please refer to the
budget guidelines for

appropriate questions and thoroughly answer all related items.
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FORM D — PROVISO REVISION REQUEST
. NUMBER - [
Cite the proviso according to the renumbered | ist for FY 2023-24 (or mark “NEW ),
Tirle =~ [
Provide the title from the FY 2023

new reguest.

-24 Appropriations Act or suggest a short title for any

BUDGET PROGRAM [

Identify the associated budget program(s) by name and budget section,
- RELATED BUDGET
REQUEST
Is this request associated with a budget request you have submitted Jor FY 2024252 Jf
8o, cite it here,
. 'REQUESTED
~ACTION =
Choose from: Add, Delete, Amend, or Codify.
'OTHER AGENCIES
"AFFECTED -
Which other agencies would be daifected by the recommended action? How?
—
. SUMMARY &
 EXPLANATION . .
Summarize the existing

proviso. If requesting a new proviso, describe the current state
of affairs without it. Explain the need Jor your requested action. For deletion requests
due to recent codification, Please identify SC Code section where language now appears.




AGENCY NAME:

he

. FISCAL IMPACT

.. 'PROPOSED
- PROVISO TEXT -

SC CONSERVATION BANK

P400 Bl sicrion: I 53

Provide estimates of any fiscal impacts associated with this proviso, whether for state,
federal, or other funds. Explain the method of calculation.

Paste FY 2023-24 text above, then bold and underline insertions and strikethrough
deletions. For new proviso requests, enter requested text above,
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FORM E — AGENCY COST SAVINGS AND GENERAL FUND REDUCTION
CONTINGENCY PLAN

R 'T.I'TL.:E RN Agency Cost Savings and General Fund Reduction Contingency Plan

. AmouNT - [$362,835

What is the General Fund 3% reduction amount (minimum based on the FY 2022-23
recurring appropriations)? This amount should correspond to the reduction spreadsheet

Prepared by EBO.
.. .27 {None,
~ ASSOCIATED FTE
.~ REDUCTIONS
How many FTEs would be reduced in association with {his General Fund reduction?
_ [ The General Funds identified support many activities including general operating
~| expenses as well as funding grants that the SC Conservation Bank Board approves.
PROGRAM/ACTIVITY

. ImpACT

What programs or activities are supported by the General Funds identified?



AGENCY NAME: SC CONSERVATION BANK
~ ' P400 33

-] Areduction in General Fund Appropriations would inhibit the SC Conservation Bank

= from further fulfilling its mission to improve the quality of life in South Carolina through
the conservation of significant natural resource lands, wetlands, historical properties,
| archeological sites, and urban parks.

 Please provide a detailed summary of service delivery impact caused by a reduction in
General Fund Appropriations and provide the method of caleulation Jor anticipated
reductions. Agencies should prioritize reduction in expenditures that have the least
significant impact on service delivery,
| The SC Conservation Bank does not have any recurring costs or operating expenses that
exceed $50,000.
AGENCY COST

SA_VINGS PLANS -

' _
What measures does the agency plan fo implement to reduce its costs and aperating
expenses by more than $50,0002 Provide a Summary of the measures taken and the
estimated amount of savings. How does the agency plan to repurpose the savings?




AGENCY NAME: SC CONSERVATION BANK

AGENCY CODE; P400 M 53

FORM F — REDUCING COST AND BURDEN TO BUSINESSES AND CITIZENS

' ' Provide a brief, descriptive title for this request,
" EXPECTED
. SAVINGSTO
. BUSINESSES AND
- CITIZENS ~ -
What is the expected savings to South Carolina’s businesses and Citizens that is
generated by this proposal? The savings could be related to time or money.
b [ Mark “X” for all that apply:
. FACTORs . |. ] Repeal or revision of regulations.
- ASSOCIATED WITH -_| Reduction of agency fees or fines to businesses or citizens. :
© THE REQUEST - | Greater efficiency in agency services ot reduction in compliance burden.
Lo - - | Other ]
' METHOD_OF_'
CALCUL_ATI_(_)'N
Describe the method of calculation Jor determining the expected cost or time savings io
businesses or citizens.
_"REDUCTION OF

" FEES OR FINES

Which fees or fines does the agency intend to reduce? Whai was the fine or fee revenue
Jor the previous fiscal year? What was the associated program expenditure for the
previous fiscal year? What is the enabling authority for the issuance of the fee or fine?

o N/A
REDUCTION OF
REGULATION

Which regulations does the agency intend to amend or delete? What is the enabling
authority for the regulation?




AGENCY NAME:
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53

_ SUMMARY

|

S,

Provide an explanation of the proposal and its Dpositive results on businesses or citizen

How will the request affect agency operations?



AGENCY NAME: SC Conservation Bank
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AGENCY’s DISCUsSION AND ANALYSIS

The SC Conservation Bank
Title 48 Chapter 59

S.C. Code of Laws Act 200
Mission statement:

To improve the quality of life in South
Carolina through the conservation of
significant natural resource lands,
wetlands, historical properties,
archeological sites, and urban parks.

Objectives:

* Protect significant natural resource areas and wildlife habitats

- Protect water quality

+ Maintain the State's forest lands

+ Protect farmlands, especially family farms

+ Protect and enhance the State's natural beauty

» Protect and enhance significant historical and archaeological sites

» Enhance public access for outdoor recreation and preserve traditional uses such
as hunting, fishing, and other types of outdoor recreation

+ Toencourage cooperation and innovative partnerships among landowners,
state agencies, municipalities, and non-profit organizations.

About the SC Conservation Bank

In 2000, work began on an effort to determine what lands in South Carolina were
significant and how they could be protected and sustained. This effort resulted in the
Land Legacy Initiative. This initiative was a grassroots effort that combined many
individuals, groups, and businesses to identify barriers to land protection efforts and
identify specific solutions to remove the barriers. Considerable time and effort were



AGENCY NAME: SC Conservation Bank ’
AGENCY CoDE: P400 m3 j

dedicated to studying how similar states were addressing robust growth. Several key
themes emerged:

 Topromote the well-being and quality of life in South Carolina, greenways, open
space, and parks in urban areas must be preserved.

* Funding for the preservation of. and public access to, wildlife habitats, natural
areas, historical sites, sites of unique ecological significance, forestlands, farmlands,
watersheds, open space, and urban parks is a critical need,

* The protection of open space is best accomplished in a voluntary manner between
willing buyers and willing sellers to ensure that the State continues to enjoy the
benefits of wildlife habitats, and healthy streams, rivers, bays, and estuaries: for
recreation purposes, scientific studies, and aesthetic appreciation, and to maintain
the State's position as an attractive location for visitors and new industry, and to
preserve the opportunities for future generations to access and benefit from these

. outstanding natural and historical sites.

The Initiative determined that the State needed to establish an ongoing funding source to
acquire these real estate interests
and that it was critical to encourage
cooperation and innovative
partnerships among landowners,
state agencies, municipalities, and
non-profit organizations to work
together to meet these objectives.
The South Carolina General
Assembly, in a bipartisan effort,
agreed passed the South Carolina
Conservation Bank Act, introduced
by Representative Chip Campsen from Charleston. The Act was signed and ratified by the
Governor in April 2002,

The Bank Board, which now consists of 11 members and 3 ex-officio members, was
appointed and an Executive Director was hired. Two years were spent studying other
states, setting board policy, and establishing the grant application process until fiscal year
2004-05 began. Funding began in July 2004 and since that time the Bank has actively
pursued its mission.
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SC Conservation Bank Statistics

Through June 30, 2023, the SC Conservation Bank has protected 422 properties totaling
nearly 360,000 acres across the state at an average of $539 per acre.

allowing SCCB to continue to leverage grant awards and bring more conservation dollars
to South Carolina.

agency objectives, the State's broader conservation objectives, and demonstrate a
satisfactory degree of financial leverage, partnerships, and other indicators of quality as
determined by the Bank and the resource agency.,




Aiken Land Conservancy

Dear Chairman Lowe and Representatives Howard and Moss of the House Ways and Means Criminal
Justice Subcommittee,

Thank you for your service in the South Carclina General Assembly. I'm writing on behalf of the
board leadership and members of Aiken Land Conservancy to respectfuily request your support for
the South Carolina Conservation Bank in the state budget this year.

The mission of Aiken Land Conservancy is to preserve Aiken’s unique character, and its natural and
historic resources, for present and future generations through advocacy and land protection, Our board
includes community leaders from Aiken and Edgefield, and we have 366 members supporting our
mission.

Aiken Land Conservancy owns outright, or holds conservation easements on, over 5,000 acres that help to
protect working forests and farms, historic Horse District propertics, streams and rivers, public lands, and
significant wildlife habitats. Aiken is a unique and desirable place to live, and we are working hard to help
keep it that way.

The 8.C. Conservation Bank is an essential tool in achieving our mission. Recently, Aiken Land
Conservancy received a $1.9M grant from the S.C. Conservation Bank to protect 2,657 acres north of
Aiken with a conservation easement. This project, a close partnership with the City of Aiken, will
conserve land surrounding Mason Branch Reservoir, which provides nearly 20% of Aiken residents with
their drinking water. Furthermore, the property will be open to the public which will provide a
tremendous recreational resource to residents and visitors alike.

Lrespectfully encourage your support for the S.C. Conservation Bank’s full budget request in the
FY *24-25 State Budget. As a source of statewide match funding and leverage, the Conservation
Bank is an essential and powerful tool in conserving our state's natural legacy. In the past 20
years, the Bank has facilitated protection of over 365,000 acres. Since FY 19, the Bank has
helped protect 74,993 acres with a collective fair market value over $419.6M with $64.8M in
competitive grants. In that same time, the Bank has awarded 77% of its funding ($50.3M) to
projects that expanded or created new access to 24,876 acres of public lands.

I'welcome the opportunity to be a resource to you and encourage you to please reach out to me
if T can be of assistance as you take on the tough task of legislating and developing a State
Budget this year.

Thank you for your consideration,

Sincerely,

Peter Kleinhenz
Executive Director
Aiken Land Conservancy

Office: és.“ bt;»&

300 Park Avenue Malling: ) i’i‘
Aken, South Carcling 298071 PO Box 2096 Alken, South Caroling 29807 %’ﬁmw“j
1.855 ML LAND mail@ conservealken.org ivori 6

wiwwconservealken.org



LOWCOCOUNTRY

January 24, 2024
RE:  Support for the S.C. Conservation Bank in the State Budget

Dear Chairman Lowe and Representatives Howard and Moss of the House Ways & Means
Criminal Justice Subcommittee:

Thank you for your service in the South Carolina General Assembly. I'm writing on behalf of the
board leadership and supporters of Lowcountry Land Trust to respectfully request your support
for the S.C. Conservation Bank in the state budget this year.

The mission of Lowcountry Land Trust is to protect land and water forever, nurture

relationships between people and place, and connect conservation to community, Our board
includes community leaders from coastal South Carolina and Columbia, and we have thousands
of citizens who annually support our work and mission. Lowcountry Land Trust works in 17
counties within our state’s coastal plain and has protected more than 162,000 acres over its
37-year history,

The S.C. Conservation Bank is an essential tool in achieving our mission. in 2023, the Bank
helped us bargain purchase a 654-acre timber property in Colleton County, a 109-acre
recreational property in Georgetown County, and a significant cultural and historical site in the
Beefield Settlement Community in Charleston County. Another grant will protect land on Johns
island for a waterfront public access park.

| respectfully encourage your support for the S.C. Conservation Bank's full budget request in the
FY '24-25 State Budget. As a source of statewide match funding and leverage, the
Conservation Bank is an essential and powerful tool in conserving our state's natural legacy. In
the past 20 years, the Bank has facilitated protection of over 365,000 acres. Since FY 19, the
Bank has helped protect 74,993 acres with a collective fair market value over $419.6M with
$64.8M in competitive grants. In that same time, the Bank has awarded 77% of its funding
($50.3M) to projects that expanded or created new access to 24,876 acres of public lands.

| welcome the oppaortunity to be a resource to you and encourage you to please reach out to me
if | can be of assistance as you take on the tough task of legisiating and developing a State
Budget this year. Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

%%gg @Mﬁi‘r&fwm{_&

Ashley Demosthenes
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sc.audubon.org

January 22, 2024

Honorable Philip Lowe
Chairman, Criminal Justice Subcommittee
House Ways and Means Committee

Dear Chairman Lowe and Members of the Subcommittee:

| am writing to you today to express Audubon South Carolina’s strong support for the South Carolina
Conservation Bank and their FY 2023-2024 budget request which is being presented to the Senate Finance
Natural Resources and Economic Development Subcommittee. Audubon South Carolina has been a proud
and longtime partner with the Conservation Bank over the years in efforts to conserve those areas of our state
important both to communities and birds.

As a landowner and manager of more than 30,000 acres, we understand firsthand the importance of strategic
investments to not only protect birds, but also mitigate flooding and support livelihoods. As a source of
statewide match funding and leverage, the Conservation Bank is an essential and powerful tool in conserving
our state's natural legacy. Since its inception in 2002, the Bank has facilitated protection of over 354,016 acres
at an average cost of around $550 per acre. The Conservation Bank has become the preeminent state agency
supporting private and public land preservation in South Carolina and offers taxpayers the best bang for the
buck when it comes to land protection and conservation of our State's natural resources,

Our natural resources drive South Carolina’s $29 billion dollar tourism industry, which accounts for one in
every ten jobs in our state. The Conservation Bank is a critical tool to strategically conserving those natural
resources for the benefit of birds and people for generations to come.

On behalf of Audubon’s nearly 30,000 statewide members, we appreciate the Subcommittee’s past

recognition of the tremendous job the Conservation Bank does, often under difficult circumstances and tight
budget times, and would ask that you favorably approve the Bank's full budget request for the upcoming fiscal

year.
Sincerely,
/ /J f;}}."/ e
‘E/L(j/ f' /0&;-'& ,([[ ,/f/ ;

1.2

Rebecca Haynes
Executive Director
Audubon South Carolina



The Nature (%
Conservancy »

Protecting nature. Preserving life.

The Nature Conservancy in South Carolina  Tel:
1417 Stuart Engals Blvd, Ste. 100
Mt. Pleasant, SC 29464

lanuary 22, 2024

Dear Chairman Lowe and Representatives Howard and Moss of the House Ways
& Means Criminal Justice Subcommittee,

I'm writing on behalf of The Nature Conservancy to encourage your continued
support for the 5.C. Conservation Bank by considering the agency’s full budget
request as you work on developing the FY '24-25 state budget.

As a source of statewide match funding and leverage, the Conservation Bank is an
essential and powerful tool in conserving our state's natural legacy. In the past 20
years, the Bank has facilitated protection of over 365,000 acres. Since FY '19, the
Bank has helped protect 74,993 acres with a collective fair market value over
$419.6M with $64.8M in competitive grants. In that same time, the Bank has
awarded 77% of its funding ($50.3M) to projects that expanded or created new
access to 24,876 acres of public lands.

The Conservation Bank is an essential tool in achieving our mission. Through its
competitive grant review process, the Bank awarded $300,000 in 2023 to
complement private support from International Paper that allowed The Nature
Conservancy to protect 1,213 acres in Hampton County. These forests contribute
to water quality in the Savannah River basin, a drinking water source for half a
million South Carolina and Georgia residents. This is one recent example of the
leverage and impact of Conservation Bank funding. The Post & Courier covered
the public benefits of such a project on January 3 in the attached article
("Conservation effort in Hampton County will make difference to those turning on
faucets downstream” by Tony Kukulich).

| welcome the opportunity to be a resource to you and encourage you to please
reach out to me if | can be of assistance as you take on the tough task of
legislating and developing a State Budget this year. Thank you for your
consideration.

Sincerely,

O

April Donnelly

Director of Government Relations
The Nature Conservancy

South Carolina Chapter

The mission of The Nature Conservancy is to conserve the lands and waters on which all life depends.

(843) 937-8807
nature.org/southcarolina
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Charleston, S.C.
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Dale Threatt-Taylor
Mount Pleasant, S.C,
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Burgess takes baton as
leader of N. Charleston

POLITICS

Putting
free press
to the test

Self-styvled citizen

’_—u

Former police chief sworn in as first new mayor of city in nearly 30 vears

RY KENNA COE
keoe@postundeonrier.com

NORTH CHARLESTON — For
ne 10 nearly 30 years,
the city his a new mayor.

Regpie Burgess was sworn into
uffice on Jan. 2 before a stand-
ing-room-only audience in a
ballroom at the Charleston Area
Counvention Center. Alongside
his wife, two grown children
and mother. Burgess put his
hand on the Bible and gave an
aath to serve the city as mayor
— the same city he grew up in
and eredits for making him the
person he is loday.

“Iintrulyblessed.” said Burgess,
whosthe city's first Black mayor.
“North Charleston. to me,
neans everything. I'm 2 North
Charleston kid. ove my aityand
I'm gonna represent my cily all
the time”

Please sec BURGESS, Page A6

North Charleston Mayor Reggie Burgess stands with his famil

Burgess kneels after being sworn in at the North Charleston Convention Center on Tuesday,

y as he delivers a speech aftar being swornin during a ceremony
at the North Charleston Canvention Center on Tuesday night.

Journalists assess
limits of First
Amendment riglts

BY NICK REYNOLDS
nreynoldsgipostandcouriercom

COLUMBLA —The three inen were
turning heads before they'd even
walked through the front daor.

They were hard 1o niss, Armed
with hundreds of dollars” worth ot
video recording equipment — hady
cameras and top-of-the-line smart
phunes — the trio stood vut like
sure thimbs among the serubs-chad
workers and patients typically seen
roaming the hallways of William
Jennings Bryan Dorn Velerans
Atfairs Medical Center, a bustling
VA hospital in Coluibia.

Butitwas thetr behavior that made
them stand vut the most

They film everything: the flags
in the lobby, portraits of adminis
tratars, pamphlets and magazines
in racks vutside of the waiting
areas.

They filmed the police cruiser
parked outside of the ambulance
bay. the viewinto the courtyard, the
sign above the gift shop door

One of the men filming, Skip Dor-
rell. toka moment tospeak directly
to hisandience about the figure tail-
ing him through the halls.

“This gentleman is a reporter,”
he said as the camera rolled “Ie's
observing us.”

Dorrelland the two men follow-
1)

TOGRAPHS BY GAVIN MCINTVRESTAFF

inghim ow South Carolinians
T.G. G nd Anthony Brignian
—areknown t Amendment

auditors,” self-styled citizen journal-
ists whose purpuse is to test their
constitutional nght to free speech
by [ilming in as many public spaces
as possible: public parks. police sta

tions, or even a federally funded
medical space like Colnmbia’s VA,

Many of them past their exploits
on platforms like YouTube, where
they can amass tens of thousands
ol views.

While Dotrell runs a pair of rela-
uvely small channels, Greene claims
thousands of subscribers hetween all
ofhis channcls sincehe began domg
audils in 2018,

“I got with a friend one day who
wasdoingitand eversince then. T've
beeninit,"hesaid “Soitwasn'tany.
thing personal for me T just believe
in standing up for our nghts”

Pleasc see RIGHTS, Page AL4

ENVIRONMENT

Conservation effort in Hampton County will make
difference to those turning on faucets downstream

BY TONY KUKULICH
kukubich@postandeourier com

ESTILL — Those who study water 15—
suesaften say, "Weall live downstream

It's a truism warning that actions up-
stredin can have negabive consequences
downstream, and people exist simulta-
neously on both of that equation

Tnstead of negative consequences. 4
conservation project in amplon Coun
ty is expected to deliver downstream
benefits for many: including residents

“This is an efficient way
to protect the landscape
without having to spend

as much money.”
SRR
— - TR

ol Beaufort and Jasper counties.
he project focuses on drinking water
and the Savannah River,

Stretching for more than 300 mules, the
k nah River marks the border be-
tween Georgii and South Carolina as it
travelsfrom the mountains to the ocean

Beyend its role delineating the Pal-
melto State from the Peach State, the
river is a source of drinking water for
about 300,000 resideats on both jts
banks I'sa printary source of drinking
water in Beaufort and Jasper counties,
and protecting the quality of water The Nature Conservancy of South Carolina coordinated
the acquisition of a conservation easement that
protects more than 1,200 acres near Estill in perpetuity.

THE NATURE CONSERVANCY OF SOUTH CAROLINAT ROWIDED

Please sec CONSERVATION, Page A7

Inside
OPINION

Nikki Haley’s response to a New Hampshire voter's
question about the cause of the Civil War was an
embarrassment. But it's not a reason not to vote for
herin the Republican presidential primary.
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BY CAI'TLIN BYRD
chyrd@postandconrier.com

President Joe Biden plans
to deliver a major speech at
Chardeston’s Emanue] AME
Church nextweekaspartofa
new. imvigorated push by the
Democratic incumbent tu
stress the high stakes of the
upcoming 2024 presidential
election,

Biden campaign officials
said the president will speak
Jan. § at the historic Black
church downtown, which e-
came the site of a hate-fucled
massacre that stunned and
devastated the nation in the
summer of 2015,

The campaign described
the churcl as a setting that
“embadies the stales of our
nation at this moment,” add-
ing that Biden will focus his
remarks on Lwo weighly tap-
ics they say are under threal:
deniocracy and freedoin.

“Because whetheritis White
supremacists descending on
the historic American city of
Charlottesville, the assaulion
our nation’s capitel on Jan. o
or a white supremacist mar-
deringchurchgoers at Mother
Emanuel nearly nine vears
ago, Amencaisworried about
the rise in political violence
and determined to stand
agaiust it,” Quentin Fulks,
Biden’s lop deputy campaign
manager, said Jan.2

Charleston’s Emanuel
AME, commonly referred
tu as Mother Emanuel, is

down by white 2
Dylann Roof during Ri
study on the night of June 17,
an;

It is where Martin Luther
KingJr. in 1962 yave a speech
in which he urged Alrican
Americanstoregistertovole
1 is also the churel that saw
one of its founders murdered
lor trying to organize a slave
revoll

Anditis the oldest Atrican
Methodist Episcopal church
in the South, tracing its roots
to 1816,

Biden's South Carolina ap-
pearance will come just days
after he delivers a speech ad-
dressing similsr themes of
freedom and democracy on

=

place near Valley Forge,
where George Washington
and the struggling Conti-
nental Army endureda tough
winter during the American
Revolution.

The weighty themes, cou-
pled with locations heavy
with symbolisin, will high-
light what has hecome a fa
miliar refrain for Biden

LOCAL/STATE
President Biden to visit Charleston on Monday

Speaking at Emanuel AME Church

President Joe Biden will spaak Monday at Emanuel AME Church in Charleston,

He made the perils facing
American democracy a cen-
tral theme of his 2020 cam
palgn and is again putling
themat the center of his 2022
reclection bid, arguing that
GOP frontrunner, former
President Donald Trump,
puses a threat to the "soul of
the npation.”

Biden will make these

speeches weeks before valers
begin casting ballots in presi-
dential primaries,

Instead of the previous lead-
wlfstate of Towa, the rad to se-
curing the Demacratic Party's

4 cinci
on Feb 3, fal-
luwed by New Hainpshire and
Nevadaon Feb. 6.

The calendar change came

iden's personal request,
where he urged the party to
scrap “restrictive” caucuses
and elevate Black volers. Spe-
cial einphasis went on South
Carolina,

Fulks said that upcoming
tripstothe state by hoth Pres-
ident Biden and Vice Presi
dent Kamala Harris “aren’t
froma place of worry. They're

Wealtesday, Junuir

FILEAR

coming from a place of prac-
ticing what we preach.”

When Biden returns o
South Carolina, it will be his
fourth time addressing voters
in the Palinetto State since he
became president.

Reach Caitlin Byrd at 843-
998-5404 and follow her on
Twitter @MaryCaitlinByrd.

VP Harris, Jeffries coming to SC for ‘King Day at Dome’

BY NICK REYNOLDS

areynolds@pastandeonrier ot

stop tor Democ
candidateson the
andahallmark event for Democrat-

ic presidential
mpaign circnil

freedam, ballots for justice and bal-
Ints for change."and will be centered
Ui encuuraging voler lurnout i the

COLUMBIA — Vice President Ka-
mala Harrisand U.S. House Minor-
1ty Leader Huakeem Jeftries will be
spending Martin Luther King Jr.
Day in the Palmetta State, the South
Carolina chapter ufthe NAACP has
anoounced

According 1o a Jan 2 news re-
lease, both Harris and Jeftries will
be keynate speakers at the organi-
zalion’s annual “"King Day at the
Dome” event in Columbia on Jan.
15 1t will be Harris' second visit to
the state in as many weeks. coming
after a planned Jan. 6 appearance at
achurch in Myrtle Beach.

The annual church service and
demonstration at the South Caro-
lina State Capitol cominemorate the
civil rights leader’s life and lega

US. Rep. Jim Clyburn, D-S.C.. &
close ally of Demacratic Prestdent
Joe Biden, willalso be inattendance.

“It's an event for all peaple,”
Brenda Murphy, president of the

Vice President Kamala Harris answers a question during her
“Fight for Our Freedoms” College Tour at the Sottile Theatre on
the Cellege of Charleston campus on Oct. 11. Harris will be return-
ing to the Palmetto State for Martin Luther King Day on Jan. 15.

SCchapter of the NAACP told The  out to the White House, which has
Post and Courier. "And so we just  not confirmed Harris' attendance,
encourage them to attend for comment.

ThePostand Courierhasreached  The event has become regular

ic politicians seeking o appeal 1o
the state’s Black voting pupulation
ahead ufthe South Caralina prima-
ries. Parly leaders have already ex-
pressed overwhelming support for
the Biden-Harris ticket in the state
QOther Demucrats on the ballot are
author and spiritualist Marianne
Williamson and )
gressman Dean Phillips.

MLK Day at the Dome bears a
tcance this year, Suuth
presidential preference
eh. 3 — the first time
the state has ever appeared first on
the Democratic presidential nomi-
nating calendar.

Butitisalso taking placeata time
national pundits and strategists
havenoticedatrend ofapathy grow-
ing within Democrats’ traditional
coalition oturban voters of color —
altrend Murphy said the NAACP is
locking to counter,

This year’s theme is "ballots for

upcoming presidential election.

“Interms of theapathy, we want Lo
dlo what we can 1o encourage those
indwiduals that their vote counts,”
sail

“That they
that they vore

The messengers Lhey have al their
dispusal are key to that. Harris,
who has made several visits to the
Palmetto Stale in recent months,
is the first worman and first person
af eolor to hold the position of vice

resident. Jeffies, D-NY,, is the
first African American politician
tolead s party i cither chamber of
Congress.

This year's event will begin with
cech by leffries and a church
service at Zion Baptist Church in
downtewn Columbia at 8:30 a.m,
after which attendees will march
to the state house for a 10 a.m. rally
teaturing multiple speakers and an
address from the vice president.

know it's important

o

Hampton County conservation effort will make

difference to those turning on faucets down

CONSERVATION, from Al

flowing inta thesouthers reaches of the
Luwcountry requires efforts that extend
well upstream.

To that end, multiple agencies includ-
ing the The Nature Conservancy. |
ternational Paper, the Savannah Riv:
Clean Water Fund and the South Cara-
lina Cunservation Bank cuoperated 1o
ublainaconservition casement that will
protectwater qualityin 1,218 acres of the
Savannah River watershed in perpetuity.

"We wereable to du this deal for about
one-tenth of the cost 1o buy it. This is
an efficient way to protect the land
scape without having to spend as much
money,"said David Bishop, coastal and
Midlands conservation director with
The Nature Conservancy, of the ease
mient deal.

The property in Esll, known as Low
lands, is now part of a netw kol nearly
130,000 protected acresin the Savannal
River watershed

“Lowlandsisashiningexample ofhaw
South Carolina does conservalion so
well.” said Dale Threatt Taylor, executive
director of The Nature Conservaney i
South Carolinain a press rele.
ing the project

Why preserve the
Lowlands propert

lands will be managed for umber, rec-
reation and wildhife. The easement alsy

ablishes o bulfer of hardwood trees
2 2 miles of Long Pranch Creek
Commercial timber harvesting will be
prohibited in the bufter, which will help
preserve the quality of the water drain-
ing titw the Savannah River.

That water eventually ends up in taps
in places like Bluffton, Hillon Head,
Beautort, Hardeeville and Port Royal
“Forests are nature’s warer filters,”
hop said

B

Other factors make the Lowlands an
importanl property. For several decades,
canservation work in the southern Low-
country has followed the model estab
lished in the ACE Basin where there
are currently aboul 325,000 protecied
acres. That muodel attempts to connect
prolecled properties fo create lirge cor-
ridors for wildlife.

‘Tt increases the connectivity 1 the
landscape.” Bishop said. *It’s a link 1
that system, and it’s a big system.

Lowlands connects directly to 30,000
protecied acres to the west, the Groton
Uplands, a praperty that Raleigh West.
directar at the South Carolina Conser-
vation Bank called tremendously im-
portant.

Ultimately, the hope is to connect the
ACE Basin to the Savannah River .

“Ilyou can do that, you've really ac-
complished sumething,” West said.

Econumic facturs are also at play. A
cording to West, thereisan incenti
keeplarge iracts of timber intact bec
of their value 1o the local ccununy.

“There is an important necd to make
sureour rural landscape and rural econo-
mies are stabilized,” he said. “L'you can’t
makemoney off the lind. it getsreal hard
w keep. [t'shard 1o practice forestry when
the land has been paved over.”

Easement economics

A conservation casement allows a
landuwner w retan vwnership of the
land. but the landow rees 1o fore-

#0 certain a ies ke developimg the
property. In return, the Jandowner may
receivea cash payment and may qualify

for other tax benefits. An important
characteristic of an casement is that it
exists in perpetuity. If the land is sold,
the cusament remains in effcel. For ]
praciical purposes, the easement cannat
be undone,

neasement 1s a really valuable toul
that alluss us fo save what's inapurtant
on the praperty, butalso gives the land-

eam

wwners some flexibility to continue to
utilizethe property inwaysthatare con-
sistent with the easement.” West said

The econuinic value ofland is reduced
with an easentent as development op-
portunities arc limited or eliminated
An appraisal is done prior to the case-
wmenl and then recalculated after the
terms of the easement are agreed upon
The ditference between those two num -
bers is the value of the ensement.

Landowners are typically compen-
sated for the full value of the casement,
bur the Elliott family, owners of the Low-
lands property, donated two-thirds of
the value of the easement and received
4 cash payment for the balance, Bishop
said the donation of casement value is
almostunique to Seuth Carolina,

“You don't find that in many states,
landowners donaling value,” Rishop
“Almost always they want to pet
paid 100 percent of the value, There's
this culture in Seuth Carolina which is
really interesting and allows us ta do al|
wl'this protection.”

Funding for the project was provided
by the South Carolina Conservation
Bank and International Paper, which
gave The Nature Conservancy a grant
to suppart forest profection projects that
benefitdrinking water quality in the Sa
vannah River watershed.

West acknowledged that there was
little risk of losing the Lowlands prop-
erty to development. There is ou devel
opment boom in Estill, be noted. But
there is an opportunity to protect Lind
atamanageable cost before water quality
become; tical issue

"What we're doiny now is proactively
protecting forest and buffers in 4 water
shed thatbenetitshundreds of thousand
wipeaple before there'sa problem,” West
satd. “To do that, youlave 1o have some
toresight

Reach Tony Kukulich
at 843-709-8929,

BRUCE + CORE TEC - ARMSTRONG

TFT. By

DREAM WEAVER -

SHAW - MOHAWK -

Happy NEW
YEARS!

We still have the
lowest prices in 2024!
Offering our
same low prices!

FREE IN-HOME ESTIMATES AFTER 1PM

i Plus these specials "\

3 Rooms of Waterproof Planks
!

INSTALLE!

awliooms of Carpet
with 6 Ib pad. INSTALLED!

New special:
3 Rooms of Hardwood INSTALLED! :
3" or 5" wide :

$1776.75

523 Goose Creek Bivd,
Hwy. 52 beside City Hall » 553-7222
Menday - Friday 9am - 1pm

]

ADNHA - HIAVAM WVIHa

A

DONOHLSWHY - D31 JHOD -

priced ftoms!

credil cards on all

* SHAW - MOHAWK -
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